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the bony parts forming the orbital socket, form a flap of almost
the entire cheek. This affords a clear view of the whole jaw,
and thus offers great facility for operative measures; while, if
due care be taken in the readjustment of the soft parts, little
or no deformity, or scar, remains.

In operations about the jaws, Mr. Butcher objects to the ad-
ministration of chloroform, and advises that the patient be
seated in an upright position. We are somewhat surprised to
find so conservative a surgeon advocate the non-inhalation of
an anaesthetic agent; for our experience goes to prove that the
unconsciousness of the patient, instead of being a disadvantage,
is a great gain, both to the unfortunate sufferer and the ope-
rator. Although the patient be unconscious, there is compara-
tively slight risk of the blood which escapes into the throat
flowing into the windpipe, if the head be kept in a proper
position, and much pain and sickness are prevented.
The various and numerous cases in which the author has

rectified the deformity of hare-lip are well worthy the atten-
tion and study of all operators. His results are most gratify-
ing, and, in more than one instance, the success has been be-
yond anticipation. !

Mr. Butcher has given us an excellent compilation from a 
large experience, and although in some points we dissent from
him, still we willingly accord to him that praise which he so
well merits.

Original Contributions to the Practice of Conservative Surgery.
By J. G. BEANEY, M.R.C.S.E. Melbourne: G. Robertson.

THIS is an interesting book, inasmuch as it is stated to be
the first medical work produced in the Australian colony. Mr.

Beaney justly observes, that the field of private practice is in
itself considerable; and that when, in addition to this, there
is such an institution as the Melbourne Hospital, which shall
confer on the bulk of the profession that knowledge attainable
by well-directed observation within its walls, it is not too much
to expect that the colony will yet contribute many bright pages
to the history of the medical art.
The cases upon which Mr. Beaney founds his book are very

favourable examples of advanced conservative surgery, skil-
fully and successfully applied. We have first a case of scrofu-
lous disease of the hip-joint, in which the limb and life were
endangered, and saved by resection, performed notwithstanding
an opinion of " advanced tuberculization of the lungs" had
been given, which the author believed, and the result proved,
to be erroneous. The second case is one of chronic hydrar-
throsis, or dropsy of the knee-joint, in which, after the rou-
tine remedies of iodine, bandaging, blistering, &c., had failed,
and there was reason to despair of cure, Mr. Beaney boldly
tapped the joint, withdrawing ten ounces of a fluid which gela-
tinized on cooling, injected the cavity with three drachms of
tincture of iodine (P. L.), diluted with an equal proportion of
water, and " well manipulated the limb, so as to bring the
iodine in contact with every portion of the sac." This bold
treatment was completely successful.
We have read this work with feelings of great satisfaction,

and hope it is not the last that we shall receive from Mr.

Beaney.

Z1l1’ Lehre vom Herzen. Gratulationschrift der Medicinisch-
Chirurgischen Gesellschaft des Kantons Ziirich an ihrem
F&uuml;nfzigj&auml;hrigen Stiftungsfeste den 7 Mai, 1860. Uberreicht
von Dr. HANS LOCHER, Spital arzt am Thurgauschen Kan-
tonspitale zu M&Uuml;nsterlingen. s. 132. Erlangen.

’Co7ztributio)?s towards the History of our Knowledge of Diseases
of the Ileart- An Address delivered before the Medico-
Chirurgical Society of Ziirich upon the Fiftieth Anniversary
of its Foundation. By Dr. HANS LocHtiR, Physician to
the Thurgau Hospital at Miinsterlingen. Erlangen.
A Good address, but with a scope scarcely indicated by its

title. We looked for some original clinical observations of a
practical character, and found, upon the contrary, an historical
and critical review of the labours of some of the more eminent

investigators in the field of cardiac pathology.

THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENTSHIP OF
THE CAMBRIDGE LUNATIC ASYLUM.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Rumour of a family job, of a very apparent sort, is
rife relating to the vacant office of Medical Superintendent of
the Cambridge Lunatic Asylum. A few weeks ago the post was
advertised as vacant in your columns; and it was added that,
in the event of the medical superintendent being married, the
committee may prefer that the duties of matron be performed
by his wife. Now, although I do not think any lady should
hold such an office, this is a matter of opinion. I now quote
this part of the advertisement as evidence that the office of
matron, as well as that of medical superintendent, was on the
26th of June vacant. This, I think, is a matter of fact.
About sixty candidates, I am told, applied. The committee

selected a list of six, excluding, so far as I can judge, by far
the most competent candidate. (This, by the way, they did also
in 1858, on making their first appointment.) However, now
comes the story. Dr. Bryan married in May, and his brother,
Dr. James Bryan, undertook his duty for the time of the honey-
moon. During this month Dr. Bryan resigned, and he has not re-
turned to the asylum. Dr. Jas. Bryan continued to perform the
duty, and it was supposed he would do so until the appoint-
ment of the new medical superintendent. But he seems con-

veniently to have left, and I am told that one of the six selected
candidates-a near relative of his and of the late medical super-
intendent, a young man who passed the College of Surgeons in
1857-has already gone to the Cambridge Asylum to perform
the duties until the 28th August, the day of the election; and
it is further said that in the event of the visitors confirming
the appointment thus made, the late matron (his relative, and
sister of the late superintendent) will resume her office.

It seems, therefore, if this family pact be carried out-as
carried out it will be, if the visitors are not, by publicity,
shamed into a more independent course-that a young gentle-
man of three years’ standing in the profession is to be placed at
the head of one of our most important county asylums. I said
" placed at the head;" but I think a better definition of his
future position, thus won, will be, the matron’s house-surgeon
-a post, by the way, which he will have learnt during his
assistantship at Hanwell how meekly to fill.

Really, such a family job is too bold. I wonder the recent
exposure at Colney Hatch does not alone induce the visitors to
strive by every effort to secure the most experienced and skilled
superintendence for so anxious and important a charge. Through-
out the English counties such is, I am glad to say, the practice
of the visiting justices. Why should the Cambridge visitors
neglect so good an example in order to follow in the jobbing
paths of the metropolian asylums ? Is there no independent
member on the Cambridge committee, to see that even-handed
justice is meted out to the candidates whom the visitors, by
their public advertisement, invited to apply ? I yet trust, yes.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
August, 1860. 

____________ 

M. R. C. P.

THE STATUE OF HUNTER.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

Stx,-After the interment of the remains of John Hunter in
Westminster Abbey, the lovers of science and the members of
the medical profession were invited to subscribe for a statue of
that distinguished man. In the advertisements soliciting sub-
scriptions no mention was made of the site for the erection of
this memorial. The subscribers have never been called toge-
ther to determine this important matter; but a committee,
self-elected, or appointed by a select few of the original sub-
scribers, have taken upon themselves to decide that the statue
shall be placed within the walls of the College of Surgeons.
Had this been announced in the advertisements, I would not
have been a contributor to the fund. The best memorial of
Hunter in the College is his splendid museum, and, though the
fine portrait of him by Reynolds is in decay, the busts by
Flaxman and Chantrey well pourtray the lineaments of his
features. In the belief that a statue of Hunter erected in some

public place would extend the fame of this great man, and
help to perpetuate the memory of one whose labours have con-
ferred signal benefit on mankind, his admirers chiefly subscribed
for the purpose. Many of them strongly disapprove of the
proposed location of the statue, and as one of them I claim the
right to a voice in the decision of this question. I wrie this in
the faint hope that a public expression of dissatisfaction may
induce the committee to pause, and to pay some deference to
the wishes of the general contributors to the fund.

Athenaeum, August, IS60. F.R.S.


